Summary of “Fireside Chat” with Valeriu Ghiletchi, February 2, 2025
Nando’s Peri Peri, Tenleytown, Washington, DC

Topic: Vulnerable and Underserved People

Guiding Question: What is the role of the church in the political environment of Moldova and the
region to address the needs of vulnerable and underserved people?

Response: In Moldova, a recent survey indicated that 95% of population are Eastern Orthodox, and
1.1% are Baptists. This is a higher percentage of Baptists compared with other former Soviet
countries. Baptist churches have been active a long time in helping poor people, widows, and other
vulnerable people. About 25 years ago, Moldovan Baptists built a home for old people; it was the
first in our country, certainly the first built by a religious organization. Also, with the help of a
German foundation, Moldovan Baptists built 50-60 homes for orphans and abandoned children,
each staffed by a resident couple and supported by a local church community. Since the beginning
of the war in Ukraine, many Baptist churches opened themselves to refugees. In addition, UDG
trains social workers and ministers, and both types of students are trained to care for these
vulnerable populations. The Baptists have also sponsored Samaritan’s Purse’s Operation
Christmas Child for needy children.

In response to a question about how his role in the Moldovan or European Parliament is involved
with this sort of outreach, Valeriu commented that he thinks his presence in the Moldovan
Parliament helps change the perception that Protestants are not a cult and affirm that Christians
are patriots. Through him and other Parliamentarians who are believers, people can see broadly
that the Baptists are broadly active helping society.

Topic: Economic Development

Guiding Question: How would you describe the historic and current challenges of economic
development in Moldova, and what can you tell us about the role of the church in this context?

Response: Moldova has very good soil and good wine, and is largely an agricultural country. The
country is nearly totally dependent on Soviet Union for gas and electricity. In Soviet times, mineral
water was more expensive than gasoline, but now fuel is very expensive, which is difficult for
households and for businesses. Also, he noted, it’s hard to compete in Western markets on
standards for wine and fruit. Moldova needs to make improvements towards these standards.

Valeriu noted that he and others founded Invest Credit, a microfinance NGO that now has a $10
million portfolio with four offices. He noted that the organization has help 9000 families in Moldova
and created 11,000 jobs. Valeriu also noted the value of foreign investment from the EU and AID
and the need in Moldova to bring production up to Western standards. Valeriu added that the war in
Ukraine creates an instability problem in Moldova, hindering would-be foreign investors. David



referred to the work Herma and Peer Servants are doing in Moldova, and Herma provided
additional remarks.

Topic: Leadership

Guiding Questions: What are your thoughts about raising up a new generation of leaders in Moldova
and other countries in Europe? What are the challenges?

Response: Valeriu commented that he and others started the College of Theology and Educationin
1994. The initialidea was to train church leaders, then the school’s curriculum expanded to
include an outreach to Central Asia, then added a business portion of the schools’ curriculum,
which has been accomplished. While in Parlitment in 2015, he founded an Academy for Integrity
and Leadership to help young Christians learn to serve in secular world and to help young leaders
getinvolved in public square. Valeriu invites politicians from European countries to speak to young
people and reaches out for young people.

Topic: Mission Role of Churches in the West

Guiding Questions: Based on the long history of the UDG-NPC relationship and working with other
American churches, what suggestions and what “lessons learned” can you offer to help improve
mission partnerships at NPC and other churches?

Response: Valeriu began by thanking the group for the NPC partnership. First, it’s important to
continue this activity, not cease it as AID has done recently. He commented that good
communication is necessary for an international partnership to flourish. He said it’'s important to
get involved and see fruitin one’s own ministry and in the ministry of partners one has overseas-—
not just talk but action as well. Valeriu referred to Dr. Hylton’s sermon in the morning about having
apples to share and to the Scripture reference -- John 15: 1-8, 16. Valeriu commented that the
observations he was offering weren’t new but were “old recipes that still work fine. “



